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I also think there is a much greater awareness of the effects •	
of Demerol on the human body and mind.

I think that one of the other most significant changes is •	
the philosophy of having patients spend much less time in 
hospital. I think if I had been sent home sooner and not kept 
in a hospital bed for weeks at a time, the issue of dependency 
on prescription narcotics would have been greatly reduced.

Another huge change for the better is that there is more •	
awareness of the psychosocial impacts of genital surgery on 

children. There were no social workers, counselors, or child 
life specialists involved with me when I was going through my 
surgeries. I was often kept in the adult urology ward—the 
same ward as much older men having prostate surgeries. I 
thought I was the only kid with a deformed penis.

There was also no HEA—no resource for support for me or •	
my parents where we could talk to others and ask questions. 

—Chris

Childhood Prescription Drug Addiction: The story of an 11-year-old 
kept high in the hospital (cont’d from Page 9)

Shortly after 1 p.m., my sidekick Patty and I said our good-byes 
and started our 100-mile drive back to the opposite side of the 
Chicago area. It went much faster this time. As my friend Franci 
would say, “Get a Garmin!” To which I would have to reply, “I got 
one for Christmas, and it’s still in the box!” Patty is much better 
company than a GPS receiver!

As I reflected on the day’s unfolding, the important thing that 
I learned was that not everyone can afford to go to a confer-
ence, especially in these times. Many people go to a website for 
information and validation that they are not alone. But if a simple 
opportunity is made available for people to unite locally, to share 
openly in a safe environment, and to meet others and feel a sense 
of community, if only for a few short hours, I believe we have a 
new “Priceless.”

Last year I walked 10 miles in order to raise funds for HEAinfo.
org. It was a very good initial success and raised funds for the 
website’s maintenance. This year there was interest from other 
members to get involved, and thus evolved walks in New York 
City; St. Augustine, Florida; Vancouver, British Columbia; and here 
in the Chicago area. One of our goals is awareness. I thank Dr. 
Tiger Devore for his recent National Geographic Channel special, 
“Sex, Lies, and Gender” as well as his recent appearance with the 
vivacious Ms. Betsy Morgan (host of the St. Augustine walk) on 
The Dr. Oz Show. I could spend a lot of time thanking people, in-
cluding you because you have in one way or another participated 
in my healing. So, thank you!

My new goal will be community in order for more local fami-
lies to have a place to meet and share. I promise to have only one 
walk a year asking for your support, followed by a community 
awareness walk. But I have a feeling there will be several more 
group walk venues next year! Again, thank you for supporting me 
on my recent walks for HEA.

The 2010 HEA Walk in Illinois (cont’d from Page 7)

Jonah, Emilia, Brian, & Gabe suitably clad 
for the Chicago Walk. Betty at the  

New York Walk.

Jim and Patty at last year’s Chicago Walk.

Participants at  
the Florida Walk.

Cherise O’Kennedy at the Vancouver Walk.

Betsy Morgan at the Florida Walk.

Billy at the New York Walk.
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The Hypospadias and Epispadias Association 
2010 Conference Registration Form 

All information will be kept strictly confidential. 
We'd appreciate your completing all of the items in bold. Other items are optional.

First Name Last Name 

Email Address 

Address 

Address (con’td) 

City State/Province Zip/Postal Code 

Country 

Phone Number 

Reason for Interest in HEA 

Are you a current HEA member?  Yes, I’ve signed up within the last year 

 No, I’m not a current member of HEA 

Are you attending as an individual or  
as a couple or family? 

 I’m coming as an individual 

I’m coming as a couple or family 

If you’re attending as a couple or family, 
please give names of other attendees and, if 
the attendee is a child, give child’s age 

Registration Fees (please check one of the 8 boxes): 

Early Registration (through September 15, 2010) Regular Registration Fee (Sept. 16, 2010 or later)

Individual  Member ($75) 

 Non-Member ($100) 

Individual  Member ($100) 

 Non-Member ($125) 

Couple or Family  Member ($100) 

 Non-Member ($125) 

Couple or Family  Member ($125) 

 Non-Member ($150) 

Total Due (Make checks payable to HEA): 

Please mail your check to the following address:  HEA Treasurer, P.O. Box 475, Wauconda, IL 60084 USA 

Thank you for registering!  We'll be emailing you soon with more information. 

The Hypospadias & Epispadias Association     www.heainfo.org 1-212-382-3471 
HEA Treasurer, P.O. Box 475, Wauconda, IL 60084 USA 



240 West 44th Street, Suite 2
New York, NY 10036


